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FBI Investigate d Qnwnld 

Aa Possible SoviefSpy in U.S. 

By Victor Riesel 

Washington, D.C.: — During the 17 months preceeding the assassination of John 
Kennedy, the FBI ran an espionage investigation into the activities of Lee Harvey 
. Oswald. 

The Bureau had ample reason to believe the alleged killer was aa agent of the 
Soviet Union. 

But nothing in that probe revealed that Oswald had violent tendencies or was 
capable of the murder with which he wa 3 charged. 

These are some of the many reasons Oswald's name did not enter into the security 
discussions which arc held between the FBI and Secret Service liaison men. Such talks 
are held daily here and in every city in which both branches have headquarters. - 

Contrary to gossip in some quarters, both agencies work as closely together as 
springs in a tiny watch. Secret Service chief. James J. Rowley, is a former FBI agent. 
Currently he is a member of the lecture staff of the FBI's National Academy. 

During the intricate planning of security for the late President's trip, long 
lists of potentially dangerous subversives, cranks, "nuts and kooks" throughout the 
U.S. were culled, located and neutralized. 

As a potential spy, however, Oswald fell into an entirely different security 
category. It is traditional in intelligence work for such men to avoid overt acts 
and try to blend facelessly into the crowd. Or sometimes, by indirection and 
disinformation they act in a manner designed to make the authorities conclude: '110 • 

would not be doing that, if he actually were in foreign intelligence." 
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Counter-espionage on the home front In the BT’n bent. It hud boon briefed on 
Oswald's free movements inside Russia. Durcau agents were ready for him shortly 
after he got off the boat at a New Jersey dock. That was on June 13, 1962. He tried 
to duck them but they interviewed him Ji.vacd lately upon hia entrance into the U.S. 

Oswald denied that he had been contacted by any Soviet intelligence authorities. 
He denied any espionage intentions. But he was checked regularly in succeeding months. 
The lnnt time the FBI interviewed him was in New Orleans during August 1963. . . 

There were good reasons for suspecting Oswald. In the U.S. he appeared to be 
a bumbling chap, incapable of holding a Job, noisome to his fellow workers, always 
incompetent. But in the Soviet Union he did competent metal work in a Minsk radio 
plant. 

His Minsk work record was far more consistent with his technical rating in the 
Marines than was his incompetence once he returned home. 

Oswald's Marine record reveals that he did well on his technical tests. He j 
showed clerical ability, yet when he returned he sought no office job. He showed 
considerable aptitutde in mechanics, yet he sought no. Job in that area. His arithmetic 
was good. While in the armed forces, he was able to analyze orders after reading 
them quickly. He even grasped rudimentary physics. Yet after he left Moscow, he 
shuffled from job to job always managing to get himself fired. Why? 

There was much he could do for the Soviet intelligence apparatus. During his 
tour in the Marines, he was part of a small six man unit in Marine Air Control . « 

Squadron 9 at Tuetin, California, near the El Toro Marine Corps Air Station. 

This unit ran a radar air control center detail. It stood watch for many hours. 

As part of it, Oswald had to learn special codes, secret radio frequencies, call signs, 
and authentication codes. He knew the inner workings and details of the vast • 
electronic equipment. He knew the location of every unit on the West Coast. He was 
aware of the radar capability of every installation thcro. 

So important is this knowledga that when our intelligence forces learned ho was 
in Moscow, the Marines not only changed signs and frequencies, but also insisted on 
positive evidence of the destruction of the secret codes. 
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Obviously the Russians would give far more than a second hand droska for such 
information. Obviously it took a competent mind to remember all this. Obviously 
he could have passed on tho information. Obviously tho installations wero not « 
destroyed along with the paper on which the codes were recorded. Obviously Oswald 
could have been valuable to the Soviets once back in the U.S. 

Thus the FBI consistently checked him out. What they discovered, outsiders 
don't know. But they aro investigative scientists, not mindreaders. They are a 
counter-intelligence force, not a secret political police. 

Neither they nor the secret service have tho.- : legal right or the army of men to 
round up all the "Oswalds." Other ways will have to be devised to protect presidents 
of the U.S. 
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